


To the lovers of womanhood: 

The 2019 edition of Tantidhatri  is about energy; energy is also known in Sanskrit as Shakti. The word Shakti is equivalent to 

the word Feminine. Shakti is a dynamic force which is constantly creating and travelling from new to new. In this festival you 

×ÉÌÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ Á ÇÌÉÍÐÓÅ ÏÆ 3ÈÁËÔÉ ÉÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ×ÏÒËȢ !ÌÌ ÔÈÅ Shaktis who are performing in this Tantidhatri  have 

focused on the work with body, voice and the inner being in a unique way. Be it from any stream of theatre, dance, poetry or 

social cause, Shakti is dynamic and constantly changing. In this way, Shakti is another name for change. In this modern time, 

when we are depending more on technology, we tend to forget our body. This reflects in our artistic expression as well. 

Though it is a small step, in this edition of Tantidhatri  we have tried to look into the possibility of the universe which can be 

created within the limited possibility of the human body and give birth to this change, the Shakti. In Tantidhatri , there are 

masters from different countries who have worked with their bodies for many years.  I have always dreamt, and am still 

dreaming, that women of my country would find a new way of exploring their womanhood and possibilities of working with 

their body through this unique offering from the masters in Tantidhatri . We have included lesser known communities who 

worked with social causes. That is the energy crossing the obstacles. In this way we again create the Shakti, the change. 

Please try to be present for all the shows and talks. There is a lot to learn from each one of them. It might be a 

transformational experience for you, as it has been for me always.  

My love and prayers to all. 

 JoyGuru  

Parvathy Baul 

Director of Tantidhatri  



In Silence the Secrets Speak (India)  

Artist: Seema Kohli  

 

In silence the secrets speaks is a performance that 

engages with a wide circuit of references like religious 

iconography, world mythology, philosophy and 

literature, and weaves a  story to recover the lost 

feminine narrative in cultural history.  

The interactive performance becomes above all, an 

exploration into the  journey of the self and the 

relationship of the self with the spiritual cosmos.  

 



 
 

Seema Kohli is a multi-disciplinary artist, a poet, and a 

dreamer. Kohli explores the themes of beauty, sensuality 

and spirituality expressed through her works based on the 

concept of Hiranayagarbha or The Golden Womb from 

which we have emerged, which is self-pervading, engulfing 

every single thing. Decay, hybridization and 

transformation: creating new identity; reshaping 

belongings; intimacy; a dialogue of matter and memory, all 

constitute a visual language of her work. Her work is 

primarily a celebration of the female form and energy 

which is the source of the twin forces of creation and 

destruction. Shakti, the divine cosmic energy manifested 

through female embodiment, has been extensively 

explored, engaged with, re-narrativized and retold through 

Seema Kohli's works. 



Ave Maria  (Denmark ) 

Director: Eugenio Barba  

Actress: Julia Varley  

Odin Teatret  

 

Death is feeling  lonely . A ceremony  for  the actress -ÁÒþa 

#Ünepa  

Three hundred steps in a few moments. Stone skin above my head. 

The dead and the transparent flies what are they? And what do I 

matter? Maybe death doesn't take everything away.  

These verses by the Italian poet Antonio Verri  sum up the 

performance. The British actress Julia Varley evokes her meeting 

and friendship with  the Chilean actress -ÁÒąǲa #Áǲnepa. Death 

itself celebrates the creative fantasy and dedication of -ÁÒąǲa, 

who was able to leave a trace after her departure.  
 



Julia Varley  is an actress, director, author, organizer and pedagogue. 

She was born in London, grew up in Italy. Since 1976 she  lives in 

Denmark after joining Odin Teatret where she has worked as an 

actress in twenty four theatre productions, of which the last ones 

are: Ave Maria and  The Tree. 

She teaches in schools and universities and has synthesised her 

experience in four work demonstrations. Since 1990 she takes part 

in the conception and organization of ISTA (International School of 

Theatre Anthropology) and from 1986 in The Magdalena Project. 

She is artistic director of Transit International Festival.  Julia Varley 

has directed eighteen shows with: Pumpenhaus Theater (Germany), 

Ana Woolf (Argentina), Hisako Miura (Japan), Lorenzo Gleijeses and 

Manolo Muoio (Italy), Gabriella Sacco (Italy), Carolina Pizarro 

(Chile), Marilyn Nunes (Brazil),  Amaranta Osorio and Teresa García 

(Mexico-Spain), Teresa Ruggeri (Italy) and  the international 

Jasonites group.  

Julia Varley has written various articles and essays published in 

different journals.  She is editor of The Open Page and author of the 

novel of a character Wind in the West and of the book Stones of Water. 



Bauls of the coming  generation : Pavitra  and Polash 
(India -Bangladesh)  

Singers:  Pavitra and Polash 

 

Polash is a sculptor and musician from Bangladesh. His 

guru, Fakir Daulad Shah of Meherpur Bangladesh was a 

master of Fakir Lalon Shai's lineage. Polash encountered 

the Baul Fakiri path as a teenager and was drawn to the 

freedom of the music and purity of the philosophy.  

Pavitra  is a poet from India raised in New York City. In 

2014 she  returned to India to learn from shadow 

puppeteers, cantastoria artists and women storytellers, in 

search of a complete form of expression. The journey led to 

her guru and back to her birthplace, Bengal. Pavitra and 

Polash now live in Santiniketan, where they study music 

and nurture Baul practice in their everyday life guided by 

their guru Parvathy Maa at Sanatan Siddashram.  

 



Mudiyettu (India) 

Group leader: K.P. Mohanan 

Performers : Muraleedharan , Radhakrishnan , 

Preman , Ashokan, Streekanth , Dileesh, Srehari , 

Krishnan  Nair, Sumesh Kumar , Amal  Ashokan, 

Anurag  Shankar   

 

Mudiyett  or Mudiyettu is a traditional  ritual theatre 

and folk dance drama from Kerala that enacts the 

mythological tale of a battle between the goddess Kali 

and the demon Darika. The ritual is a part of the 

Bhagavathi or Bhadrakali cult. The dance is performed 

in Bhadrakali temples, the temples of the Mother 

Goddess. In 2010 Mudiyettu was inscribed in the 

5.%3#/ȭÓ Representative List of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity, becoming the second 

art form from Kerala after Koodiyattam.  

 



ȰEvery year,  the first performance is held in the 

Kalambukavu temple in the Ernakulam district , in 

November. This is followed by performances, one after the 

other , in different temples and continues until  the end of 

MayȣMudiyettu is performed by devotees in the belief that it  

will  ward off the epidemic of small-pox, protect the people 

from enemies and ensure prosperity and happiness for the 

villagersȢȱ  

 

*Extracts from the book Lesser known art forms of Kerala 

by G. Venu. 

 

ȰKali is known as the source of energy of Shakti. She is the 

first woman. She gives birth  to the universe. She is the 

destroyer of ego known as Asura within  us. The win of Kali 

over Asura Dwarika is the symbolism of wisdom winning 

over ignorance. The positive energy winning over negative 

energy, transforming the energyȢ Ȱ 

* Parvathy Baul. 



What  I $ÉÄÎȭÔ Say (Mexico- Spain-Australia)  

 

  
 

Text and Performance: Amaranta Osorio  

External  eye and video -scenography : Suzon Fuks 

Scenography: Alicia Blas / Choreographer: James 

Cunningham / Music: Mohn Picemin 

Coproduction: Igneous Company,  Festival Mestiza and 

Amaranta Osorio. 

 

What I $ÉÄÎȭÔ Say is a multidisciplinary  performance 

about the violence and gender problems that women face 

since birth , related to their  bodies, education, experience of 

sexual abuse, insecurity, and the social obligation to be 

pretty, quiet, smiling, productive and perfect.  

 

The text received a Mention from the Jury at the Dolores de 

Castro Award in Mexico. The performance was created  

during  a residency  at Théâtre Artephile (Avignon, France) 

and Domo Teatro (Santiago, Chile). 

 



Amaranta Osorio  works as a playwright ,  actress and 

cultural manager.  She is Mexican-Colombian, has Spanish 

nationality  and lives in France.  As a playwright   five of her 

long plays, and six short plays have been performed. Six 

plays have been published and her plays have been 

awarded in Spain with  the prizes: Calderón de Literatura 

Dramática, Textos Teatrales Jesús Domínguez, Teatro 

Exprés de Caja Madrid, among others. As an actress she 

participated in 3 movies, 10 TV series, 22 theatre 

productions (with  directors such as Julia Varley,  Jill 

Greenhalgh, among others) and 9 shortfilms. As a cultural 

manager she directed six international  scene arts festivals, 

including two Magdalena Festivals: 7 Caminos Teatrales in 

Mexico and Festival A Solas in Spain.  

Since 2016 she studies Baul under the guidance of her 

guru, Parvathy Baul.  

 



Parwati  Dutta  (India)  

Parwati  Dutta is a guru, dancer, researcher and arts 

administrator, born in West Bengal in a multi-cultural 

environment.  

She began learning Kathak at an early age of 3 years and 

later also started learning Odissi. Known today as a 

versatile Odissi and Kathak danseuse, Guru and researcher; 

she is recognized by the dance-community as a thinker-

dancer and a dedicated Arts Administrator. She is a senior 

disciple of Pt. Birju  Maharaj, Padmavibhushan  Guru 

Kelucharan Mohapatra and Madhavi Mudgal. Blessed with 

a graceful bearing and command on technical virtuosity, 

bhaava (expressions) and taal (rhythm),  0ÁÒ×ÁÔÉȭÓ 

performances have been greatly appreciated by the 

connoisseurs within and outside the country.  

 



Parwati  Dutta, is the Director and Guru of  Mahagami 

Gurukul, Aurangabad. Since the past 22 years she  has been 

intensely involved with the dissemination and research in 

the field of arts. Her limitless quest to learn and discover 

various concepts related to art and philosophy guide her 

work as a researcher. She has done extensive study on Taal 

system of Odissi & Mardal tradition, Dhrupad, Pakhawaj, 

Sangeet Ratnakar, and the sculptures of Ellora caves; she 

has  translated her work into dance productions. She had 

authored a book on Indian Classical Dances named Nritya-

Gatha published in  English, Hindi, Marathi and Bengali. 

There are few research publications to her credit that have 

been published by well known publications. Parwati is also 

Vision Director of VidyaAranyam, a gurukul-based school in 

the rural peripheries of Aurangabad. 



Bauls of the coming generation: Subhrajyoti Talapatra, Valerie 
and Samuel Glaize (India- France) 

Subhrajyoti  Talapatra  (aka, Babu) is an engineering 

student, who grew up in a musical environment.  He started 

receiving his first vocal training in Indian Classical Music at a 

very early age, but he was always fascinated by his aunt, 

Parvathy Baul and was eager to learn the traditional form of 

Baul. With time he started attending Satsang with Parvathy 

Baul and finally was fortunate enough to receive his first 

training in the year 2016. Presently he has just started 

practicing the traditional form of Baul music. He is also a 

passionate photographer. 
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